1611-16] BIARD'S RELATION, 1616 197

Authority, ete. Where will [153] you get all these
things that they lack? Or, how will you do without
them? O God, with what ease we make our plans
in France! And the beauty of it is, that, after hav-
ing racked our brains by dint of questions and re-
searches, and after thinking that we have at last
found the philosopher’s stone, we find only that a
ghost has been taken for a body, a shadow for a sub-
stance, and that all this precious Elixir has gone up
in smoke! They often ridiculed, instead of teaching
us, and sometimes palmed off on us indecent words,
which we went about innocently preaching for beau-
tiful sentences from the Gospels. God knows who
were the instigators of such sacrileges.

An expedient presented itself to the Jesuits, by
which they could extricate themselves happily [154]
from these perplexities and obstacles. It was to go
and find young du Pont, who, we had heard, had
made up his mind to pass the winter on the St.
John river, some eighteen or twenty leagues from
Port Royal. For since this du Pont had already lived
a long time in the country, even leading the life of
a Sylvan among the Natives, it was said of him that
he understood the language very well, and there was
no doubt that he could atleast properly explain the
questions so as to get from the savages suitable an-
swers; these were necessary in order to write down
a little Catechism, and some Christian instruction.
Father Biard then decided to go and look for du
Pont, deciding to cross French Bay in a canoe, rather
than not to avail himself of this opportunity of doing
good. [155] But sieur de Biencourt was very much
opposed to this decision, taking great offense at it;
and we had to yield to him, to have peace.



